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David Zwirner is pleased to present Reading the Surface, a group 

exhibition on view at THE UPPER ROOM, a second floor viewing 

room at the gallery’s 24 Grafton Street location in London. THE 

UPPER ROOM supplements the annual program at David Zwirner 

with intimate, curated presentations that juxtapose works by 

established and lesser established artists from the gallery’s roster  

and beyond. 

Opening to coincide with the London gallery’s first solo exhibition 

of works by Donald Judd, Reading the Surface takes a minimalist 

approach to the notion of surface. With artists including Nina Beier, 

Ryan Gander, Bob Law, George Henry Longly, John McCracken, 

and Maaike Schoorel, the show considers different attitudes to the 

surfaces of artworks, focusing on the dialectic between viewing at 

a glance and deeper reflection. With art typically encountered on 

short visits to museums and galleries, viewing experiences are often 

dictated by temporal and spatial concerns. Exploring themes of 

absence, materiality, and anxiety, the works in the show can be seen 

to negate, and even ignore, the ideas beneath the surface.

 

Reading the Surface is curated by Associate Director Rodolphe von Hofmannsthal. It coincides with Donald Judd 

(June 21 – August 3, 2013). 

For all press inquiries, please contact

Julia Joern at David Zwirner  +1 212 727 2070  julia@davidzwirner.com

For all other inquiries, please contact 

Sidonie Motion  +44 (0)20 3538 3165  sid@davidzwirner.com

George Henry Longly, 2013: Year of the Snake, 2013  

Verde Guatemala marble, whipped cream chargers, Regaine, 

Rogaine, Manifique magazine, and steel fixings

32 ¼ x 22 ½ x 7 inches (82 x 57 x 18 cm)

For immediate release

READING THE SURFACE

June 21 – August 2, 2013 

Private view: Thursday, June 20, 6 – 8 PM

Press preview with the curator: 10 AM


